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The Chanhassen Bluffs Community Center is a new regional recreation 
destination designed to serve residents of all ages for decades to come. 

The current Chanhassen Recreation Center was built in 1995 and has not 
undergone a major renovation since. A facilities study identified growing 
needs related to deferred maintenance, accessibility, drainage, interior 
upgrades and demand for additional space that could not be addressed 
through expansion at the existing site due to land and parking constraints. 

Approved by voters during the November 2024 General Election, the 
Chanhassen Bluffs Community Center will deliver a modern, durable facility 
with two ice rinks, indoor walking and running track, fitness and studio 
space, courts and turf for field sports, an indoor playground and flexible 
community gathering areas.  

Where will it be located?
The facility will be located at the southeast corner of the Avienda 
development near the intersection of Highway 212 and Powers Boulevard. 
The city acquired 13.1 acres for the site and the project includes a 1.8-acre 
stormwater pond donated at no cost.
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What are the next steps?
The current timeline provides for construction documents to be completed in 
winter 2026, followed by refinement of bid alternates and operational details. 
An updated cost review with final construction documents will be provided 
to City Council prior to bidding. Bidding is expected in spring 2026, with 
construction anticipated to begin in summer/fall 2026. The Chanhassen Bluffs 
Community Center is targeted for completion in 2028.

How much will it cost and what are “bid 
alternates”?
The most recently reviewed total project estimate is $80,092,184, which 
includes design and construction contingencies. As part of managing costs 
and maintaining flexibility, the project also includes bid alternates, which are 
optional features that can be accepted or declined after bids are received 
to help the city make best-value decisions while staying within budget. Bid 
alternates discussed in December 2025 include such items as a precast form 
liner on the south and west facades, a roof at the community room terrace, 
a wood gym floor instead of poured rubber, operable partitions in dance 
studios and party rooms, one additional Zamboni and rubber flooring at the 
elevated walking track. 
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	» a voter-approved 0.5% local option 
sales tax 

	» a property tax levy that is phased in 
over time 

	» other sources, such as naming rights 
and sponsorships and the potential 
sale of the existing rec center 

	» property taxes generated by the 
Avienda development—along with park 
dedication fees from both Avienda and 
Roers apartment developments—will 
be used as revenue sources to help 
repay bonds issued for the Community 
Center project

What is the estimated property tax impact?
The estimate shared during the project’s funding discussions was an average 
impact of about $17.25 per month for a $600,000 home, averaged over 20 
years, with the property tax increase phased in over time. Future estimates 
will continue to be refined as bonding and final financing are completed.

The estimate shared during the project’s funding discussions was an average impact of about $17.25 per month for a 
$600,000 home, averaged over 20 years, with the property tax increase phased in over time. Future estimates will continue 
to be refined as bonding and final financing are completed.

How will it be paid for?

PROPERTY TAX BURDEN AND COMPETITIVENESS OF CHANHASSEN

2024 Monthly City Property Taxes on a $600,000 Home
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For city taxes payable in 2024, Chanhassen has the 
lowest of comparable sized metro cities. Even with expected 
increases for debt service for the Civic Campus and Bluff Creek 
Community Center, Chanhassen will remain in the lower end 

for property taxes.

The chart shows projected property tax increases  
through 2033. The impact of debt for the Civic Campus  

and the Community Center is phased in over the  
years 2025 through 2030.

City of Chanhassen  
Projected Property Tax Increases 2023–2033
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DID YOU KNOW?
Non-residents would pay 

$18 million 
of the total project cost.

The funding plan uses several sources, including: 
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How are food options being handled in the 
current design?
The sit-down restaurant included in early concepts was removed during 
design refinement and replaced with a larger, more flexible community 
room for banquets, rentals and events. The city is also exploring a more 
cost-effective and enhanced concession model that could still offer hot food 
and beverage options for families spending extended time at the community 
center. 

Why isn’t a pool included in the 
Chanhassen Bluffs Community Center?
The city explored including a pool but found the construction and long-
term operating costs to be too high. An indoor family aquatic center was 
estimated to cost approximately $25 million to build and would likely require 
an ongoing annual operating subsidy, which runs counter to the goal of 
operating the community center without continued property tax levy support. 
As a result, a pool is not included in the voter-supported plan. However, 
councilmembers and the city’s architectural partners did plan the current 
design to allow for a potential additional athletic facility, should a future City 
Council choose to move in that direction. 
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Arena Amenities

INCLUDED AMENITIES

Ice Rinks for Hockey, Figure 
Skating and Open Skate:

	» (2) NHL-size rinks with an ice 
rink flooring system that allows 
arena to be multi-purpose venue 
space for hosting a variety of 
events. 

	» Arena 1: 1,775 seats(hockey 
spectator seating) with standing 
room for 270 attendees

	» Arena 2: 818 seats with standing 
room for 100 attendees

Space for Concerts and 
Graduation:

	» Arena 1: 17,000 square ft. 
Seating capacity: 3,500

	» Arena 2: 17,000 square ft. 
Seating capacity: 2,750

	» Concourse Arena 1: 4,382  
square ft.

	» Concourse Arena 2: 2,335 
square ft.

Lobby (Hall of Fame):

	» 2-level lobby and concourse 
with opportunities for a hall of 
fame display.

Party and Community Rooms

	» Community Room = 4,800 
square ft.

	» Divides into two separate 
rooms

	» Access to concession kitchen 
and restrooms

Communal Space Amenities

Concessions

	» General concessions for 
tournament play in the lobby 
space
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Field House Amenities
Walking and Running Track:

	» 3 lanes

	» 1 mile = 7.5 laps

Sports Court:

	» Basketball (3 full 84 ft. courts)

	» Volleyball (3 full courts)

	» Pickleball (9 full courts)Turf:

	» Soccer (Two 30 yard by 30 yard 
square fields)

	» Lacrosse (Two 30 yard by 30 
yard square fields)

	» Football (Two 30 yard by 30 
yard square fields)

	» Baseball (Batting, throwing, 
fielding, pitching practice, 
batting cages)

Indoor Playground:

	» 4,500 square ft.

	» Double-height space for large 
play equipment

	» Includes accessible equipment

	» Direct access to outdoors



STAY INFORMED AND STAY INVOLVED! 

Residents can stay informed and engaged by:

visiting the project page for updates 
and posted materials:

ChanhassenMN.gov/chanhassenbluffs

ChanhassenMN.gov/communications

remaining connected to city news 
and events through our various 

communication channels

ChanhassenMN.gov/subscribe

subscribing to the city’s  
email updates:

feedback@chanhassenmn.gov

sharing feedback and asking 
questions by emailing

attending future open houses and 
other scheduled public engagement 

opportunities.

ChanhassenMN.gov/citycouncil

following City Council agendas, 
meeting materials and recap posts 

related to the project:

Take a virtual tour of the Chanhassen Bluffs Community Center

View the latest designs and renderings


