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Sharmeen Al-Jaff began her service to the City of Chanhassen as an Intern in the Planning Department on 
June 26, 1989. She was promoted to Planner I, to Planner II, and again to Senior Planner during her tenure. 
Sharmeen has dedicated her career to serving the residents and businesses of Chanhassen for 34 years, 
and; 

Sharmeen came to the city with education and experience in Baghdad, Iraq, and Tokyo, Japan, and  
consistently worked to develop herself and improve her skill set, including earning her Master’s Degree in 
Urban Affairs at Mankato State University in 1993; and

Her reputation for excellent customer service and problem-solving is widely known and highly regarded. 
Her personnel file is filled with letters received over the years that recognize her for going above and 
beyond, being a thorough researcher, and being a pleasure to work with. 

For the entirety of Sharmeen’s career with the city, she has advocated for and valued seniors. She has 
focused on ensuring that Chanhassen is a Community for Life. Her work to make sure Chanhassen 
provides for the needs of seniors began with the Senior Needs Task Force in 1990 and continued 
through the present as the staff liaison to the Commission on Aging. Sharmeen was particularly proud of 
becoming a member of the Act on Alzheimer’s community, seeing new senior housing projects become 
available for residents, and connecting residents with resources to help them age in place and; 

Another passion Sharmeen brought to the city was a deep care for Veterans. Each Memorial Day and 
Fourth of July, she could be found raising awareness and funds for the Veterans Court and Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon; and 

Perhaps the void she will leave most profoundly is the unending support, advice, and encouragement 
she has offered her colleagues over the years. Sharmeen has always been there to offer a snack (likely 
chocolate), a listening ear, or a hug. She genuinely cares about the people in her life and makes sure that 
they feel appreciated. 

And; I, Mayor of the City of Chanhassen, do hereby designate the 31st day of March 2023 as Sharmeen  
Al-Jaff Day. On behalf of Chanhassen residents, businesses, and community groups alike, this day 
shall pay tribute to and recognize the substantial contributions Sharmeen has made to protect our 
community’s health, safety, and quality of life. 
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RESOLVED,


