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The City of Chanhassen will use the following guidelines to cancel recreation activities when severe weather events
occur.

In general, programs will be cancelled when the National Weather Service has issued a severe weather warning
(blizzard, tornado, lightning or thunderstorms) that includes Carver County. A severe weather warning is an alert issued
to warn an area that severe weather may be imminent. It can be issued after severe weather has already been spotted,
or if there are radar indications that severe weather may be possible. Programs will run as scheduled in the event of a
severe weather watch.

If weather sirens are sounded during a program, all recreation activities are cancelled immediately. Participants should
leave the park, be picked up, or seek shelter immediately.

In addition to the guidelines listed above, the guidelines below are to be used in specific severe weather events, or when
a recreation program is already in progress.

1. Thunderstorms and Lightning
If lightning is seen or thunder is heard, program activity must cease and participants should take shelter. After a
30 minute wait period, the program may resume only if it has been determined that the lightening or thunder is
no longer a threat. It does not have to be raining for lightning to be a threat; lightning can strike over large
distances.

2. Tornadoes
In the event of a tornado warning or sirens, outdoor programs will be cancelled. Seek the best possible shelter
immediately. If no suitable structure is nearby, lie flat in the nearest ditch or depression and use your hands to
cover your head.

3. Extreme Cold, Snow, and Blizzard Conditions
Ice rink warming houses will close and outdoor programs will be moved inside or cancelled when the actual or
wind chill temperature reaches -20°F or below. Special event cancellations, as well as warming house closures
and program cancellations due to snow accumulation and/or blizzard conditions, will be made on a case-by-case
basis.

4. Extreme Heat
Outdoor programs will be cancelled when the actual temperature or heat index reaches 110°F or above.
Cancellations of special events will be made on a case-by-case basis. Participants in any city program should take
breaks from activity periodically and stay hydrated in times of extreme heat.

5. Air Quality
Outdoor programs will run with decreased strenuous physical activity when the Air Quality Index (AQl),
according to Airnow.gov, reaches a value of 101-150 (orange category). Outdoor programs will be modified,
relocated, or cancelled when the AQI reaches a value of 151 or higher (red, purple, and maroon categories). AQl
values of 151 and above are unhealthy for everyone, even individuals who are not in sensitive groups or at-risk.
Cancellations of special events will be made on a case-by-case basis.

When the weather is questionable and you’re wondering if events or programs are cancelled, call the weather hotline at
952-227-1410.



